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This was of such importance and far reach- 
ing consequence that the report has been 
reprinted in pamphlet form and the Asso- 
ciation is endeavoring to give it wide pub- 
licity. The committee appointed two years 
ago to investigate the deterioration of news- 
paper paper has also made progress during 
the year and has made careful studies 
based on chemical experiments which give 
promise of affording some practical help to 
a serious problem. The other standing and 
special committees have also rendered serv- 
ice and made helpful reports. 

A number of state library associations 
have as usual had A. L. A. representatives 
this fall at their annual meetings. The 
president of the A. L. A. attended the meet- 
ing in Ohio, the Illinois-Missouri joint meet- 
ing, and the joint meeting in South Dakota 
of the state library association and the 
state education association. The secretary 
attended the New York meeting and the 
Illinois-Missouri meeting. Dr. Bostwick, ex- 
president of the A. L. A., delivered ad- 
dresses at the Minnesota and North Dakota 
meetings; Mr. T. W. Koch, member of the 
Executive Board, was the official A. L. A. 
delegate at the Indiana meeting, and in Feb- 
ruary, Mr. Roden, treasurer of the A. L. A., 
was the Association's representative at the 
Wisconsin meeting. 

The A. Ii. A. Publishing Board has had a 
remarkably successful year. The most 
noteworthy publication has been the A. L. 
A. Catalog, 1904-11, which appeared in July, 
and of which 3,410 copies have already been 
sold, proving conclusively that it filled a 
well-defined need and also evidencing the 
value of the 1904 edition of the Catalog as 
shown by the demand for the continuation 
volume. The sales have been the heaviest 
of any year in the history of the Board, ris- 
ing from about $8,500 in 1911 to what will 
probably be nearly ?15,000 by the end of 
December, 1912. The headquarters office 
has made a special effort to reach all li- 
braries of the United States and Canada 
and the important ones of Great Britain 
with information regarding the publications 
of the Association. During the year 20,005 
pieces of first-class mail, and about 20,000 



pieces of circular matter have been sent out 
from the executive office. 

The importance of the headquarters of- 
fice, as shown by the nature and bulk of its 
correspondence, has materially increased 
during the year. The office is more or less 
of a clearing house for all kinds of library 
information, a place where information 
either may be secured or else where the in- 
quirer may be directed to the proper source 
from which it may be obtained. In this 
way particularly a headquarters office 
seems to be justifying its existence. 

CHICAGO MID-WINTER MEETINGS 

The mid-winter meetings in Chicago will 
be held this year, Wednesday to Saturday, 
January 1st to 4th, 1913. Headquarters will 
again be at the Hotel Sherman, corner of 
Randolph and Clark streets, four blocks 
west of the Chicago public library. Rates 
are as follows: Single rooms with bath, 
?2.00 per day up; double rooms with bath 
(two in room), $3.00 per day up. Every room 
has a bath. Requests for reservations 
should be made direct to the Hotel Sher- 
man. Meeting rooms and committee rooms 
will be provided free, request for which 
should be addressed to the hotel. The di- 
rectors of the Chicago public library have, 
however, as usual placed at our disposal the 
directors' room on the fifth floor of the li- 
brary building, and directly adjoining A. L. 
A. headquarters, and unless otherwise 
stated meetings will be held there. Hours 
for meetings will be 9:30 a. m. and 2:30 
p. m. 

The League of Library Commissions will 
meet Wednesday, January 1st, both morn- 
ing and afternoon, and on Thursday morn- 
ing, January 2d. The meetings will be in 
charge of the president, Mr. Carl H. Milam, 
secretary of the Indiana library com- 
mission. Sessions will be held at the Hotel 
Sherman. 

The college and university librarians of 
the middle west will meet in Chicago on 
Friday and Saturday, January 3d and 4th. 
The first session will be held in the Assem- 
bly Room of the Harper memorial library 
of the University of Chicago at 2 p. m. Fri- 
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day, January 3d; the second session in the 
directors' room of the Chicago public li- 
brary on Saturday, January 4th, at 9:30 
a. m. 

The sessions will be of the same informal 
character as in preceding years. The topics 
for discussion will be selected chiefly from 
the following: 

Classification of literature, particularly 
modifications of the D. C. as worked out in 
various university libraries. 

It is expected that representatives from 
several libraries will report. 

Report on recent library buildings, par- 
ticularly the Harper memorial library and 
the University of California library. 

Specialization in college libraries. 

Co-operation between college libraries. 

List of American doctoral dissertations. 

Inter-library loans. Report to cover 1912. 

Cameragraph. 

Collection and preservation of news- 
papers in college libraries. 

Standing of the college library in the uni- 
versity. 

University library reports and statistics. 

Methods of securing symmetry and 
growth of the different departments of a 
college library. 

Open shelves. 

Circulation to undergraduates. 

Charging systems. 

Ordering and recording of periodicals. 

Care of government and state documents. 

Co-operative buying. 



Other topics may be added. The commit- 
tee on arrangements consists of J. C. M. 
Hanson, A. S. Root, and J. T. Gerould. 

A meeting of the faculties of library 
schools will be held on Thursday afternoon, 
January 2d. The program will cover sev- 
eral subjects of interest to library schools 
only. The meetings are open to members of 
library school faculties and summer library 
school faculties. The program committee 
consists of Misses Mary W. Rlummer, chair- 
man, Mary E. Hazeltine and June R. Don- 
nelly. 

The librarians of normal schools of the 
middle west will meet on Friday afternoon, 
January 3d. Mr. W. H. Kerr, librarian of the 
Kansas state normal school, Emporia, Kan- 
sas, is chairman of the committee on ar- 
rangements. 

The Council of the American Library As- 
sociation will meet on Thursday morning, 
January 2d, and Friday morning, January 
3d. A list of topics proposed for discussion 
will be sent personally to each member of 
the Council. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. will 
meet Wednesday evening, January 1st. 
Further notice will be sent personally to 
each member of the Board. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board will meet 
Wednesday afternoon, January 1st, at the 
A. L. A. executive office. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians on Thursday evening, 
January 2d. 



